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Copenhagen
• 613.000 Inhabitants (717.000 

includning Frederiksberg)
• Greater Copenhagen 1.3 mil.
• Density is 6.6 pr km2



Planning concept in Copenhagen



Public Transport



Roads



Bike paths



Overall vision in Cph 



Habour Bath



Ambled streets (strøggader) in 
Copenhagen
• Idea based on the challenges Copenhagen 

municipality had in terms of mobility and city 
space. Especially car ownership was and is 
increasing.

1. The urban space must be beautified and urban life 
strengthened

2. Cyclists' conditions must be improved on stressed 
routes

3. Public transport needs to be strengthened by 
allowing for shorter travel time and increased 
regularity for the buses



Amagerbrogade
• Decision to make it an Ambled street in 2008
• “We are giving 40 millions (5.400.000 €) to 

start the work to create an attractive Ambled 
Street. We give the stores and the 
consumers better conditions by giving more 
space to pedestrians, cyclists and users of 
public transport, which constitutes 80% of 
shoppers in Copenhagen” (Ayfer Baykal, 
Technic and environmental mayor in 
Copenhagen in 2008) 



The technocratic solution



Messy city life



The Copenhagen workshop

• The Smart and Livable city with Cooperative, Connected and 
Automated Mobility
• Cooperative, Connected and Automated Mobility: EU and 

Australasian Innovations CCAMEU integrates social scientific 
data on the development and deployment of CCAM from a 
macro systems perspective, as well as perspectives focused 
on lived experience and everyday practice. 
• 27 people: researchers, mobility providers, urban 

consultancy, municipality, NGO’s 



The Copenhagen workshop

• Session 1: Smart technologies and robotics in the 
livable city 
• Session 2: Automated mobility in the livable city 
• Session 3: Everyday mobility in the livable city



The Copenhagen workshop



The Copenhagen workshop



The story of the smart city
•The only way to sustainability is through technological innovation, where big 
data and software are sufficient (Söderström, Paasche, and Klauser 2014). 
•The “smart cities” discourse is frequently connected to a sort of “engineering 
logic” aiming for optimizing the social layout, the urban infrastructure and 
networks and (at least) parts of human interactions (Willis and Aurigi 2018; 
Kitchin 2015). 
•They are considered as coded spaces facilitating self-learning socio-technical 
environments grounded in IT and artificial intelligence, where software is 
applied to facilitate the efficient use of resources, space, infrastructure and 
energy and to provide user-friendliness and sustainability .” (Rochet 2018)
•Or they are seen as assemblages of technologies aimed at increasing 
competitiveness, administrative efficiency and social inclusion . (Allwinkle 
et.al. 2011; Deakin 2013)



What is a smart city?

• A dichotomy exists between big tech solutions 
and a world of bottom-up planning. 
• We need to rethink the concept of smart cities 

in a wider socio-political perspective and 
infuse its discourse with an understanding of 
all the things cities are and not only which 
technologies we can put into the city 
• We should go for the ‘low hanging fruits’ 

instead of waiting for the big technological 
solutions.
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